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What we mean by 'special educational needs’ 

You may have been told, or you may have concerns that your child has special 
educational needs (SEN) because they are finding it harder to learn than other 
children of the same age. This may be a need related to: 

communicating or mixing with others 
mental health 
thinking and understanding 
sight or hearing 
physical development 
social or emotional development. 

Is SEN the same as disability? 

A disability is a physical or mental impairment that has a long term and substantial n 
impact on daily life. 

Not all children with special educational needs are considered to be disabled. At the 
same time, a child or young person may be disabled but will only have special 
educational needs if the disability impacts on his or her learning. 

Whether a child or young person has a disability or special educational needs or both 
there are laws and guidance to help ensure that their needs are recognised and 

supported. 

The Code of Practice for SEN and Disability (2014) sets out guidance on how the 
needs of children and young people with SEN or disability should be met.  

Or 

Your child may just need to work on a particular area in order to make progress across 
the curriculum. 

To ensure progress is made the department offers interventions to help with this 
process. These are outlined in the booklet. 

If you require any more information please contact: 
Julie Payne, SEN Co-Ordinator  
Tel: 01736 363240 or email: jpayne@mountsbay.org 
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Brief Summary: 

Reading intervention for students of all ages who need to improve their reading 
ability. 

Specific Details: 

Available to every year group where reading levels need improvement. Also, we will 
liaise with the student's English teachers. 
Students are to read aloud to a staff member. Reading is to be monitored, are 
assessed and recorded. Colour coded books are used for different levels. 
Sessions might be beneficial for students with dyspraxia and dyslexia. 

Expected Outcomes: 

Accelerated Reader - Each student is Star Reader tested on their iPad at the beginning 
of the school year, then retested each semester. 
Individual progresses is recorded. 
Books are colour coded according to reading levels. 

Outcomes to be monitored and assessed. 
Students to complete book quizzes, and achievements recorded. 
Other reading work to be tailored to year groups and ability of each student. 
Activities, memory cards, awareness of syllables and punctuation are necessary to aid 
reading and understand words and expressions. 

Duration: 

This intervention runs over 6 weeks in 30 minute minute sessions weekly. Accelerated 
Reader sessions also run during tutor time as a whole class intervention. 

Assessment: 

Progress recorded on iPads when they have completed book quizzes. 
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Autism 

The National Autistic Society (NAS) defines autism as ‘a lifelong developmental 
disability that affects how people perceive the world and interact with others. Autistic 
people see, hear and feel the world differently to other people’.  In particular, 
understanding and relating to other people, and taking part in everyday family, school 
and social life, can be harder. Other people appear to know, intuitively, how to 

communicate and interact with each other, yet can also struggle to build rapport with 
autistic people.  
Autism is a spectrum condition and it is important to understand that although all 
autistic people share certain difficulties, being autistic will affect them in different 
ways. Some people with an autism spectrum condition also have learning difficulties, 
mental health needs or other conditions resulting in them needing different levels of 
support. The NAS states ‘All people on the autism spectrum learn and develop. With 
the right sort of support all can be helped to live a more fulfilling life of their own 
choosing’.  

What we believe at MBA: 

Every child that joins us at MBA will gain access to a unique world of opportunity and 
experience, Talent is celebrated, curiosity is nurtured and every individual is given a 
chance to shine. We help develop young people with a positive attitude to learning 
and life, ready to take on the challenges of our fast-changing world. 
It is our role to nurture the very best in each person by removing barriers to learning 
and identifying every child’s strengths and talents. We foster students’ natural abilities 
and support them on their journey as they become forward-thinking, well-rounded, 
unique individuals. 

At MBA, we have our very own Autism Champion, Miss Drew. The main purpose of her 
role is to: 

• Deliver a bespoke intervention programs to individuals on a 1:1 basis. 

• To create support plans targeting the specific needs of an individual. 

• To be able to identify any barriers to learning and make the necessary 
adjustments as well as advising the entire teaching staff. 

• To liaise with students regularly and monitor progress. 

• To effectively communicate and progress or concerns to SEN team, DoP, LSM 
Tutors and class teachers. 

• To create personalised visual timetables to allow students to become more 

independent with their own organisation for school 

• We are also working towards getting the Autism Friendly School Award for the 
academy.  
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Brief Summary: 

Dyscalculia is like dyslexia but it is a condition that affects the ability to acquire 
arithmetical skills. 

Dyscalculia learners may have difficulty understanding simple number concepts, an 
intuitive grasp of numbers and have problems learning number facts and procedures. 

Specific Details: 

Pupils who have difficulty understanding concepts of numbers and any- thing related 
to mathematical skills. 
Strategies for teaching a student with math-related learning difficulties. Avoid memory 
overload. 
Help students to visualise math problems by drawing. Use visual and auditory 
examples. 

Use real life situations that make problems functional and applicable to every day life. 
Practice with age-appropriate games as motivational materials. 

Expected Outcomes: 

Significant improvement in mathematics and understanding numbers. Ability of 
manipulating numbers and mathematical facts. 

Duration: 

Depends on individual needs of the student. 

Assessment: 

Maths department and dyscalculia co-ordinator to write a report on students progress 

and any recommendations after they have completed the intervention. 
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Dyslexia is a hidden learning difference which affects reading, writing and spelling. 
Dyslexia can also affect short-term memory, mathematical ability, personal 
organisation and the ability to be able to put things in order. 
 
Dyslexia is caused by differences in the language areas of the brain. This affects how 
information is acquired, processed and understood.  
With the right support, students can be helped to cope with their dyslexia; they can 
learn to overcome this specific learning difference and stop it from being a barrier to 

their achievement.  

In 2009, Sir Jim Rose’s Report on ‘Identifying and Teaching Children and Young 
People with Dyslexia and Literacy difficulties’ it gave the following description of 
dyslexia, which was adopted by the British Dyslexia Association (BDA) Management 
Board.  

The description of dyslexia adopted in the report is as follows: 
 
‘Dyslexia is a learning difficulty that primarily affects the skills involved in accurate and 

fluent word reading and spelling. Characteristic features of dyslexia are difficulties in 
phonological awareness, verbal memory and verbal processing speed. Dyslexia occurs 
across the range of intellectual abilities. It is best thought of as a continuum, not a 
distinct category, and there are no clear cut-off points. Co-occurring difficulties may 
be seen in aspects of language, motor co- ordination, mental calculation, 
concentration and personal organisation, but these are not, by themselves, markers of 
dyslexia. 
 
A good indication of the severity and persistence of dyslexic difficulties can be gained 
by examining how the individual responds or has responded to well founded 

intervention.’  

What we believe at MBA: 

It is our role to nurture the very best in each person by removing barriers to learning 
and identifying every young person’s strengths and talents. We foster students’ 
natural abilities and support them on their journey as they become forward-thinking, 
well-rounded, unique individuals.  

Please see our “Dyslexia Matters” booklet for more a detailed explanation of the 
support for Dyslexia your child can expect from Mounts Bay. 
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Brief Summary: 

Fun Fit sessions are run with group of pupils who carry out activities which aim to 
improve their co-ordination, spatial awareness, gross/fine motor skills and balance, as 
well as improving their social interaction skills. 
The sessions are organised with these main areas in mind. 

Specific Details: 

Before attending the session the pupils complete a piece of writing which they must 
copy to the best of their ability. They are timed and their writing is kept on record. 
At the beginning of the session the pupils complete a warm-up for 5 minutes. After 
warm-up, pupils will start the main activity for 15 minutes. 
After completing the activity pupils will cool down for 5 minutes. 

Expected Outcomes: 

After a term of Fun Fit sessions it is hoped there will be an improvement in their fine 
motor skills, and when the writing task is repeated, there will be an improvement in 
neatness, quantity and fine movement when using a pen. 

Duration: 

Monday, Wednesday, Friday . 

From 8:30 - 9:00 
For 6 weeks. 

Assessment: 

Fun Fit intervention will be assessed at the beginning and end of each course. 
Students will complete a handwriting test to show improvement in their hand- writing 

skills. The other test is a motor skills screening involving 10 different physical tests. 

 

FUN 
FIT 

YOUR 
SERVICES 

GUIDE 



Brief Summary: 

This intervention has been designed to improve student’s basic handwriting skills. 
Students with dyslexia and dyspraxia will benefit from this intervention, this will help 
the student with letter formation, writing speed and writing posture. 

Specific Details: 

In the first lesson the student will be given a poem to copy in order to assess their 
writing level. The sessions include; the teaching of the correct letter 
formation of capital and lower case letters and also showing the student how to end 
each letter to enable the following letter to sit happily with the previous. Very few 
students have been taught to join their letters but this method of teaching shows 
them that it is not always necessary to achieve good handwriting skills. The correct 
posture is also directed as this encourages good handwriting techniques. 

Expected Outcomes: 

The improvement of handwriting is beneficial in all subjects and also helps a student to 
gain more confidence in their learning encouraging better results. 

Duration: 

Half hour sessions to run throughout the week, available to all years running for 6 
weeks. 

Assessment: 

The student will be asked to write the same original given poem to assess the 

progress made. 
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Brief Summary: 

The workshop intervention gives one-to-one support to hearing impaired students to 
help build their vocabulary and help them become more confident in both their 
written and spoken language. 

Specific Details: 

The sessions will involve reading aloud a variety of books from various genres to 
present the student with the challenge of learning new words. The variety of reading 
material would also include a daily newspaper which would give the student 
interesting information and improve their general knowledge. The subject matter will 
be carefully selected to ensure that no inappropriate material is read. The student will 
also be given the challenge of reading some high literature including the classics and 
poetry. This will not only be useful within their English Literature lessons but will also 
be beneficial in creating a greater vocabulary in all subjects. 

The student will be asked to explain the meaning of words chosen by the LA to ensure 
that they have a full understanding. The reason for this being, a student may be able 
to read a word even if it is unfamiliar, but not recognise the true meaning in the 
context of the sentence. The word can then be referred to using a dictionary app on 
the iPad to confirm its definition. This will also be a good opportunity to search for 
synonyms to broaden the vocabulary even further and ensure true meaning. 

A word bank will be created to build key cross-curricular words which the student will 
need to recognise and understand. These words will be collected from the relevant 

subject teachers across the curriculum. 

Expected Outcomes: 

To improve vocabulary and build confined in the student’s reading, writing and 
literacy skills 

Duration: 

75 minutes as recommended by The Teacher Of The Deaf. 

Assessment: 

The student will be assessed by reading a set vocabulary from the word bank at the 
start and end of the intervention. 
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Brief Summary: 

iCollege is a supportive, nurturing environment which supports young people who 
benefit from a quieter, focused environment. 

Specific Details: 

iCollege is designed as a temporary measure to support young people who are unable 
to access mainstream lessons for a number of reasons. The pathway followed in 
iCollege by the young person will be dependent on their needs and may include 
elements of 1-1, small group and on line learning together with social and emotional 
support.  

Expected Outcomes: 

By overcoming barriers to their learning young people are able to flourish and 
maximise their life chances.  

Duration: 

The length of time a young person spends in I College is based on their individual 
needs. 

Assessment: 

Success is measured in a number of ways. This could be how well an individual makes 
progress with their learning. Or how much engagement is taken place with learning. Or 
how successful integration back into mainstream lessons is. 
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Brief Summary: 

These sessions are for students in Year 7 and Year 8 with a reading age of 8 years and 
below. These students will be extracted once or twice a week from specific lessons 
(with the teacher’s permission) for 40 minute sessions for a duration of 6 weeks. 

Read Write Inc. is a literacy programme for students with a reading age below age 8. It 

is designed to develop reading, writing and spelling through the teaching of phonics in 
order to create fluent readers, confident speakers and willing writers. 

Specific Details: 

Students will be taught the link between sounds (phonemes) and letters. They will 
identify and blend different letter sounds and letter combinations to make a word. 
They can also use this knowledge to begin to spell new words they hear. Flash cards, 
power-points, reading and writing booklets accompany the scheme and will be used in 

the lessons. 

Expected Outcomes: 

The reading and writing booklets intend to improve reading, comprehension and 
writing and they also incorporate skills which are linked to those required by the 
English curriculum. 

Duration: 

Once or twice a week for 6 weeks. 

Assessment: 

At the start and end of the intervention, the students will be given a reading and 

writing test. Their progress will be monitored throughout the 8 weeks through one-to-
one intervention in the classroom. Work will also be evidenced in a file. 
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Brief Summary: 

Social Skills is a collection of activities and lessons to help students learn to improve 
their relationships with others. This may include Basic social skills, self improvement, 
being around others, using Social Skills as well as some basic skills for life. 

Details: 

The social skills are presented in small, sequential steps. The topics are very specific 
and relevant. The lessons are designed for intentional, rather than incidental learning. 
The activities offered not only help students get along with others, but also help them 
learn to control a situation by actively participating and contributing to the social 
outcome. 
Areas covered: 
Skills for making a good impression. 

Skills for self improvement 
Skills for being around other people. 

Expected Outcomes: 

Improved understanding of emotions and the impact these have on our day to day life. 
Reduced presenting behaviours, improved confidence, improved social interaction and 
increased independence. 

Duration: 

Social skills could run as an individual or group intervention. The session would last for 
30 minutes though extended sessions would be possible. The intervention would run 
for 6 weeks. 

Assessment: 

The students will be assessed through social observation as well as progress checklist. 
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Brief Summary: 

Phonics are the building blocks of literacy. The Speech and Language Intervention 
Workshop will be run for students of all ages who, for whatever reason, lack basic 
phonic decoding skills and therefore struggle with reading, writing and spelling. 
Specific support areas: 
Phonics Syllables Segmentation Phonemes Blending Spelling 

Word and sentence construction Basic grammar 

Specific Details: 

The initial part of the course will provide a groundwork in phonics, phonemes, 
letter blending, syllables and segmentation. This will then lead onto work on spelling, 
word construction and vocabulary building alongside basic grammar instruction. 
Eventually students will move onto sentence construction and English grammar rules. 

Expected Outcomes: 

To improve students overall literacy proficiency. 

Duration: 

Session will be for 30 minutes but extended sessions will also be available. The 
work shop will be run weekly with groups of up to 4 students. This workshop will run 
for 6 weeks. 

Assessment: 

In the first session pupils will be asked to complete a Basic Phonics Decoding Ability 
test to identify their current level of ability. Pupils will be re-assessed regularly to 

measure progress. 

 

SPEECH AND 
LANGUAGE 

YOUR 
SERVICES 

GUIDE 



Brief Summary: 

The purpose of writing is to commit an idea to paper, whether through necessity or 
desire. Correct spelling enables the writer’s ‘message’ to be transmitted with minimum 
ambiguity to its intended audience. 

Specific Details: 

This intervention aims to support students working through National Curriculum levels 
2-4. This intervention aims to: 

• Give children a multi-sensory strategy for learning new spelling 

• Cover many common letter patterns 

• Help children extrapolate from one know word to another 

• Support less able pupils by offering sheets to revise and reinforce basic spellings. 

• Students will work through Pollens English Basic Spelling Rules. The work- sheets 
can be used for individual, pair or group work. They can be used for introducing 
new concepts and letter strings or reinforcing areas already covered. 

Expected Outcomes: 

Students should begin too apply their knowledge of letter patterns or strings to a 
wider range of words. The students will understand that there is a correct way to spell 

words. The students will be taking an interest in how words are constructed and 
generalising from one word to another to develop their wider literary context. 

Duration: 

30 minute sessions. This course runs for six weeks. 

Assessment: 

Work will be kept in a file. Students will have a spelling test during week six. 
Intervention can be repeated if necessary. 
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Brief Summary: 

A workshop to help visually impaired students access written information. 

Specific Details: 

Visual Support Workshops will consist of: 

• One to one mentoring throughout the term to discuss the student’s individual 
needs and record any problems 

• Group work aimed at identifying tools to help aid students during class. Increased 
contrast; enlarged images and worksheets; use of tactile and auditory materials; 
books on tape; magnifiers; larger print; screen magnifier; screen magnification 
software, and braille materials. 

• Independent living skills and social skills. 

• Close links with parents and specialist professionals. Resources and overlays 

session enlarging work, homework etc 

• Close links with class teachers to check seating plans are in place. Students will be 
placed to the front of the classroom away from light and near the board allowing 
social interaction with their peers. 

• Create action plans. 

Expected Outcomes: 

Student’s needs met and teachers notified of successful procedures. 

Duration: 

Dependant on the individual needs of the student. 

Assessment: 

On-going observations from internal staff. 
School nurse could contact personal GP and family if appropriate. On-going 
observation. Strategies from visual support team if required. 
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Brief Summary: 

The WRAT is a norm-referenced test that measures the basic academic skills of word 
reading, sentence comprehension and spelling. This test is designed to see if individual 
students are entitled to receive a reader, writer or extra time in exams. 

Specific Details: 

The WRAT test includes the following three subtests: 

• Word Reading - Measures letter and word decoding through letter identification 
and word recognition. 

• Sentence Comprehension - Measures an individual's ability to gain meaning from 
words and to comprehend ideas and information contained in sentences. 

• Spelling - Measures an individual's ability to encode sounds into written form 
through the use of a dictated spelling format containing both letters and words. 

Expected Outcomes: 

To identify important fundamental academic skills. 
To produce formal identification of learning or cognitive disorders. 
Identify individual students who need to be evaluated more thoroughly for academic 
problems. 

Duration: 

Administration time for this test varies depending upon the age, skill and behavioural 
style of the individual being tested. However, administration time is usually between 
30 and 45 minutes. 

Assessment: 

After completion of the WRAT test, the test will be marked which will allow us to see if 

the individual is entitled to any extra provision during exam periods (reader, writer and 
extra time). 
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Brief Summary: 

The CTOPP-2 is a comprehensive instrument designed to assess phonological 
awareness, phonological memory, and rapid naming. People with deficits in one or 
more of these areas may have more difficulty reading than those who do not. The aim 
of this test is to see if an individual is entitled to extra time during the examination 
period. 

Specific Details: 

Subtests include Elision, Blending Words, Sound Matching, Phoneme Isolation,        
Blending Nonwords, Segmenting Nonwords, Memory for Digits, Nonword Repetition, 
Rapid Digit Naming, Rapid Letter Naming and Rapid Object Naming. 

Five composite scores are available: 

• The Phonological Awareness Composite Score represents the examinee's awareness 
of and access to the phonological structure of oral language. 

• The Phonological Memory Composite Score represents the examinee's ability to 
code information phonologically for temporary storage in working or short-term 
memory. 

• The Rapid Symbolic Naming Composite Score measures the examinee's ability to 

include efficient retrieval of phonological information from long-term or permanent 
memory and execute a sequence of operations quickly and repeatedly. 

• The Rapid Non-Symbolic Naming Composite Score measures the examinee's ability 
to include efficient retrieval of phonological information from long-term or 
permanent memory and execute a sequence of operations quickly and repeatedly 
using objects and colours. 

• The Alternate Phonological Awareness Composite Score, for examinees ages 7-24   
years, measures the examinee’s phonological awareness exclusively with nonwords. 

CTOPP-2 
Year 9 onwards 
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CTOPP-2 
..continued 

Expected Outcomes: 

The CTOPP-2 has four principle uses: 

• To identify individuals who are significantly below their peers in important 
phonological abilities. 

• To determine strengths and weaknesses among developed phonological processes. 

• To serve as a measurement device in research studies investigating phonological 
processing. 

• 1 hour per test, per student. 

Assessment: 

A written report regarding results will be produced by our Dyslexia Champion,  
Miss Wearne, and posted home to parents/carers. A copy of the results and 
report will also be given to our Exams Officer, Julia Robinson. If a student does qualify 
for extra time during the examination period, as a result of the CTOPP-2 test, Mrs 
Robinson will also send home relevant paperwork that will need to be signed. You will 
be informed either way if your child DOES or DOES NOT qualify for extra time. 
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MOUNTS BAY ACADEMY

Boscathnoe Lane 
Heamoor 
Penzance 
Cornwall 
TR18 3JT

Telephone: 01736 363240
Fax: 01736 352326
Email: enquiries@mountsbay.org
 
www.mountsbay.org


